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Information Request Form
Thank you for approaching the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre (NBRC) and the Wildlife Trust with this enquiry. 

The following Data Request Form must be completed and returned before any data search can be carried out. All enquirers should read and agree to the terms and conditions listed below before submitting this form. Submission of the form and use of provided data is treated as acknowledgement that you have read and agreed to these terms and conditions. 
A standard NBRC data search for a given area will provide a map and a report including:

· Location of statutory sites that have been designated as; Special Protected Areas (SPAs), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Nature Reserves (NNRs) or Local Nature Reserves (LNRs).

· Location and where available, descriptions of non-statutory sites that have been designated as Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), Protected Wildflower Verges (PWV), Wildlife Trust Nature Reserves, Local Geological Sites (LGS), Pocket Parks, Potential Wildlife Sites (PWS) and Important Invertebrate Areas (IIA).

· Lists of protected and notable species records (including red data book and Biodiversity Action Plan species) with dates and spatial references.

For a definition of those statutory/non-statutory sites please see the section “Sites of wildlife and geological importance in Northamptonshire” at the end of this form.

It is important to note that whilst we are continually developing the information we hold on wildlife within the County we do not hold comprehensive datasets. The data held by the NBRC will, of course, be limited spatially and temporally and follow-up surveys are strongly recommended.  

Charges

The NBRC is required to make a small charge for providing this information. All charges go towards the recovery of administration costs and maintenance of the N.B.R.C. and its database. No charge is made for the data itself. The charges will be subject to V.A.T. at 20% and payment will be requested by invoice. 

Commercial users: Commercial bodies, consultants, non-supporting bodies, Local Authorities, those undertaking sponsored/ funded research or project work and any user that does not qualify as a non-commercial user (as described below) will be charged an hourly rate of £145. The majority of standard searches will be completed in one hour. In the event of a search taking longer than one hour the enquirer will be notified beforehand and a quote will be provided. 

Non-commercial users: Charges will be waived for non-commercial users who will use the data for non-commercial purposes. These include non-sponsored researchers, teachers, students and natural history societies. Data will be provided under this category at NBRC discretion; taking into account the extent of data, time required to meet the request and data purpose. All enquirers will be required to provide credentials to prove non-commercial status.
N.B.R.C. supporters: Organisations or individuals who support the N.B.R.C. financially, by data supply or in-kind will be entitled to services under prior agreement. 

Data Request Form

Your contact details:

	Name:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss    Other:      

	Organisation:      

	Address:
     

     

     

     

     

	Telephone:      
	Fax:      

	E-mail:      
	Your reference:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Commercial user
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-commercial user
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N.B.R.C. supporter


Invoice contact details (if different from above):

	Name:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss     Other:      

	Organisation:      

	Address:
     

     

     

     

     

	Telephone:      
	Fax:      

	E-mail:      
	Your reference:      


Purchase order number:

	     


If you, or your organisation, are (for reasons associated with this request) working on behalf of another organisation, please enter their details below:

	Organisation:      

	Nature of organisation:      

	Contact:      
	Telephone:      


Please provide a brief summary outlining the purposes for which the data will be used:

	Purpose:      


For commercial users please indicate the project end date after which the data will not be stored:

	Date:      


Description of the search area (please provide maps whenever possible):

	Location name:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 List of grid squares. 
Grid squares:       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Circular search.
Central grid reference:       Radius:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Linear search.
To and from grid references:       to      

Corridor width:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arbitrary shape.
Buffer:      

	Any other information:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please tick this box if you have attached a map to this form.


Species information required:

Please note that we do not provide data for bats, this information can be obtained from the county recorder for mammals.  Contact details provided on request.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All Protected and Notable species records (including UK Biodiversity Action Plan            (BAP), Northamptonshire BAP and Red Data Book (RDB) species)1

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protected or Notable species of particular interest only2
     Please specify:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 All Schedule 9 Species (including Invasive non-native and licenced release only species)3


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other species records – please specify3:       


Site information required:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Statutory sites (SPA, SSSI, NNRs and LNRs).1

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-statutory sites (LWS, LGS, PWV, Wildlife Trust reserves, Pocket Parks, PWS (including site description if available) and IIAs).1

	Any other information3:       


1Standard Search 2Optional Search 3Additional Search
Further details concerning the data search may be presented in the box below. Please indicate any relevant deadlines (Please note we can fast-track3 your enquiry and complete it within 2 working days. There is a 50% extra charge for this service.):

	     


	Terms & Conditions

1 All rights to the data are reserved and ownership is not transferred with it. Data held by the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Record Centre (NBRC) remains the intellectual property, and in the ownership and copyright, of the originator(s). 

2 Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of all the data provided, the NBRC can accept no responsibility for any costs, damages or liabilities whatsoever arising from the use of the data or for any omissions or inaccuracies within it.

3 The data held by the NBRC may not be comprehensive and the absence of data, in response to a data search, does not imply that a species, important habitat or designation does not exist within that search area. Recorded presence does not imply current presence and the date for all records will be provided.

4 Data is provided solely for the use of the enquirer (and their client) and only for the purpose(s) specified by the enquirer at the time of its request. Data must not be reused or stored beyond the life of the project for which they were acquired. 

5 Data may be used as required in support of the planning process but OS grid references must be removed from documents destined for public consumption due to sensitive data concerning protected species.

6 The NBRC will provide access to data subject to any conditions imposed on its use by the General Data Protection Regulation 2018, Data Protection Act, Environmental Information Regulations 2004, Copyright and Intellectual Property Right Law or the data owner. Restrictions on the release of information may therefore apply. 

7 The NBRC will only release un-interpreted data and will not usually comment upon its significance. 

8 The NBRC will release as soon as possible, and within twenty working days of receipt, the request unless an extension of time is necessary. In this event the enquirer will be informed within ten working days.

9 All charges made by the NBRC relate to the provision of administration, data handling and search services.
10 Personal details submitted will be kept securely for the time needed to process your request and for up to 7 years, as required for HMRC. Following this time, these records will be responsibly destroyed. If you would like to know more about how we manage your data please view our privacy policy.




Your signature below and submission of this form indicate that you agree to the terms and conditions listed above:

	Signed:      
	Date:      


Sites of wildlife and geological importance in Northamptonshire

Statutory Sites:

Special Protected Area (SPA)
SPAs are strictly protected sites classified in accordance with Article 4 of the EC Directive on the conservation of wild birds (79/409/EEC), the Birds Directive. 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
The SSSI series provide statutory protection for the best examples of the natural environment. SSSI were originally notified under the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and they were renotified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Improved provisions for their protection and management were introduced in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 

National Nature Reserve (NNR)
NNRs are declared by the statutory country conservation agency (English Nature) under the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949.  NNR contain the most important examples of natural and semi-natural ecosystems within Great Britain. NNR conserve the habitats within them and offer opportunities for research. 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)
LNRs are declared under the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 by local authorities. LNR are declared and managed for nature conservation, education and research or opportunities for public access to nature. 

Non-statutory sites:

Nature Improvement Area (NIA)

Following the Natural Environment White Paper (2011), twelve NIAs were designated and granted government funding in February 2012. They should aim to achieve significant and demonstrable enhancements of the ecological network over large areas by undertaking the actions prioritised in the review:

· Improving the management of existing wildlife sites 

· Increasing the size of existing wildlife sites 

· Increasing the number of wildlife sites 

· Improving connectivity between sites 

· Creating wildlife corridors

Local Wildlife Site (LWS)
Local Wildlife Sites are areas of land which are rich in wildlife and are the equivalent to Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation. Criteria for selection take in threats and declines in certain species, national priorities and local distinctiveness. The LWS system is managed, in partnership, by The Wildlife Trust, local authorities, statutory nature conservation agencies, local naturalists and landowners. Local Wildlife Sites were previously known as County Wildlife Site (CWS) in the past.

Protected Wildflower Verge (PWV)

Protected Wildflower Verges are roadside verges rich in wildlife and are crucial to the success of the local Biodiversity Action Plan. Criteria for selection take in threats and declines in certain species, national priorities and local distinctiveness. The PWV system is managed, in partnership, by The Wildlife Trust, local authorities, statutory nature conservation agencies, local naturalists and landowners. 

Pocket Park

The Pocket Park vision is to develop easy public access to the countryside, bringing the countryside to the people and providing opportunities for enjoyment and understanding of 'Countryside on the Doorstep'. Over the past 18 years, the county council has worked in partnership with many organisations and other local authorities to help create 80 Pocket Parks. For more information on this scheme please refer to the website at https://www.northamptonshireparks.co.uk/northamptonshire-pocket-parks/Pages/default.aspx.
Local Geological Site (LGS)
Local Geological Sites (LGS) are the most important places for geology and geomorphology outside the statutory SSSI. The sites are designated using locally developed criteria and are assessed by the local geological group. 

Potential Local Geological Site (PLGS)

Potential Local Geological Sites (PLGS) are sites that were identified and considered to be important geological exposures.  These sites have not yet been formally notified as Local Geological Sites by the local geological group. Currently these sites can only be located by a grid reference, as they do not have a formal site boundary and there is no descriptive survey information.

Potential Wildlife Site (PWS)

Potential Wildlife Sites (PWS) are sites that are either known or thought to be of higher biodiversity value than the average countryside but have not been confirmed to be of Local Wildlife Site (LWS) standard.

PWS can belong to one of three categories: 1. Sites never fully surveyed and assessed against LWS criteria. 2. Sites surveyed and assessed against the LWS criteria but not currently reaching the standard. 3. Sites previously recognised as LWS but not currently meeting the latest LWS criteria.

PWS were originally outlined using a combination of local knowledge and looking at aerial photographs for evidence of biodiverse habitats. All PWS are likely to be important for the County’s biodiversity, either in their own right, or through buffering and linking current LWS and contributing to Green Infrastructure. Many of these sites could potentially be of LWS standard once surveyed.

Important Invertebrate Areas (IIAs) 

IAAs are nationally or internationally significant places for the conservation of invertebrates and the habitats upon which they rely.
IIAs have been selected where they support a nationally significant assemblage of species or support a single globally endangered, European endangered or national Critically Endangered species
