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An excellent introductory lichen workshop with Mark Powell 
at Billing Road Cemetery 
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Our WILDside Area at Lings. Full of resources which 
recorders can use. Please get in contact to arrange to come use 
them. 
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Mistletoe - take part in our survey! This photo was taken by 
Nathalie Hueber 
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Figure 2. A single fruiting body of Eopyrenula avellanae, one of 
the ‘smoothies’ recently added to the Northants list. This 
fruiting body is only 0.2 mm diameter but contains plenty of 
interesting microscopic features inside. 
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Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre �
c/o The Wildlife Trust BCN�
Lings House, Billing Lings, Northampton, NN3 8BE�
Tel: 01604 400448, Fax: 01604 784835 

Email: nbrc@northantsbrc.org.uk �

Website: www.northantsbrc.org.uk 
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NBRC’s staff members are Nathalie Hueber, Rachel Tate, 
James Skinner and Ryan Clark 
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Join in with our first WILDside  project 
“Look out for” survey. 

With autumn drawing in and Christmas approaching, 
we felt that this traditionally festive plant deserves 
recording. 

As you can see from the map, we currently have 
very few records of Mistletoe within the county in our 
database and haven't had any records submitted to 
the website yet.  

It would be wonderful if we could re-do the map after 
this survey to show what a difference an increase in 
recording effort can make to our knowledge of 
where this species can be found across the county. 

Autumn and winter are the best times of year to spot 
this parasitic plant.  When leaves of deciduous trees 
have fallen and it's easier to spot, usually high up in 
the tree.  When ripe, the white sticky berries are 
very distinctive. 

Mistletoe has male and female flowers on different 
plants so the presence of berries would confirm that 
it's a female plant. You can let us know if berries are 
present in the comments section of the recording 
form below. 

The most common hosts for mistletoe are; apple, 
lime, hawthorn and hybrid black poplars.  

However, oak trees are considered to be a rare host 
for mistletoe in Britain. A study carried out by John 
Box from 1996 to 1998 established that there were 
only 11 confirmed records in Britain at that time, 
none of which were in Northamptonshire. Please 
feel free to download and read this published 
paper.  John Box would now like to update those 
records. Could you be the first to report Mistletoe 
growing on oak in Northamptonshire? 

�

Please help add some dots to 
this sparse map by submitting 
your Mistletoe records to our 
website: 

http://www.northantsbrc.org.uk
/Wildside/LookOutForMistletoe 

�


